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Ohio Sustainable Energy Charter

An Initiative of the Ohio
Interfaith Climate and
Energy Campaign
Introduction

S
cientists are convinced that global warming is occurring as a result
of human activities that burn fossil fuels. Climate change is a reli-
gious issue as human-generated emissions are threatening life and
the well-being on our planet. It is a moral issue since the impacts
of climate change will be disproportionate on the poor, both

locally and globally. However, if we act now we can mitigate the worst of
the predicted impacts of climate change. The Ohio Interfaith Climate and
Energy Campaign has members from Catholic, Jewish, Protestant and other
diverse traditions and is part of a network of state campaigns coordinated
nationally by the National Council of Churches and the Coalition on the
Environment and Jewish Life. We advocate justice for the poor and protec-
tion of all life by taking action to address climate change and responsible
energy stewardship. We are calling all Ohioans to take responsibility for the
impacts our actions have on our neighbors and future generations by
decreasing reliance on fossil fuels, using renewable energy and increasing
energy efficiency. 

I. Impacts of Climate Change on Ohio 
Burning of fossil fuels produces heat-trapping gases (predominantly carbon
dioxide) that blankets the earth. Scientists are convinced this is warming the
earth’s climate and that negative impacts will worsen with time. The assess-
ment of climate change by one hundred international climate scientists
reviewing global data1 is verified by nine of the 10 warmest years on record
occurring since 19952. Ohio’s climate will grow considerably warmer and
probably drier during this century. By 2100, temperatures are projected to
rise on average 7–13 degrees farenheit, with extreme heat events more
common3. The impacts of climate change include melting ice caps and
higher ocean levels, more frequent storms and floods, and increased health
risks associated with diseases and extreme temperatures.
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Evidence suggests the climate of
Ohio is already changing: 
• winters are getting shorter,

annual average temperatures 
are growing warmer,

• extreme heat events are
occurring more frequently,

• duration of lake ice cover is
decreasing as air and water
temperatures rise, and

• heavy precipitation events, both
rain and snow, are becoming
more common.

Impacts on human health. The
extreme heat periods predicted by
climate change models will
increase the frequency and severity
of pollution-related health risks6.
High heat may also increase the
formation of dangerous levels of
ozone, which is known to irritate
the respiratory system. Other air
pollutants generated by coal-fired
power plants in the region already
exacerbate asthma and other respi-
ratory diseases7. Waterborne infec-
tious diseases may become more
widespread and some tropical dis-
eases expand their range into our
region. 

Impacts on natural resources.
Protecting natural resources is a
critical as healthy ecosystems will
help mitigate the impacts of climate
change8. Global warming will
reduce the amount and quality of
our wetlands and decrease fish
populations and wildlife habitat.
The severity and timing of flood
pulses will reduce safe breeding
sites for amphibians and waterfowl.
Problems associated with increased
land use and fragmentation will
combine with global warming to
further degrade natural flood-
absorbing capacities of floodplains
and wetlands, and shrink the num-
ber and type of refugia available to
aquatic organisms. Forest distribu-
tion will likely change, and the hot-
ter drier climate will be ideal for
the start and spread of wildfires.
Forest bird diversity will likely
decrease since breeding seasons of
resident songbirds might extend
decreasing availability to migratory
birds more attuned to day-length
than temperature. 

Environmental Justice Consider-
ations. Climate change has dispro-
portionate impacts on the poor, as
those with the least resources have

Act now, that you and your people might live and flourish
Deuteronomy 16:20

Do justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly  Micah 6:8

Ohioans will see global warming
impact our economy (particularly
agriculture), human health and nat-
ural resources. 

Impacts on agriculture. Precipita-
tion is predicted to increase in winter
and the spring planting seasons, but
be less in the summer, with soil
moisture predicted to decline by 30
percent4. The expected high heat
and severe storms and flooding dur-
ing the planting season will likely
depress crop yields (especially of
soybeans), and summer irrigation
will be needed. Extreme heat and
drought can severely affect livestock
health and production, and lower
milk productivity and quality is
expected5. Ozone damage to crops
will be greater under high heat. Cli-
mate change may also create more
favorable conditions for many pests
and pathogens. 



Interfaith Climate and Energy Campaign  31

the least capacity to adapt9. It is the
poor in our own region (one in
every ten Ohioans lives in
poverty10) and globally that will
often suffer the greatest exposure 
to heat impacts because of their
higher sensitivity and lower resist-
ance, resilience and coping ability.
With rise in ocean levels, island
and coastal communities and
cultures could disappear. The
predicted increases in disease and
respiratory ailments threaten the
poor who already lack sufficient
health care. 

II. Values of the Faith
Community
The Ohio Interfaith Climate and
Energy Campaign is concerned
about the consumptive use of
energy and other resources that
affect the health of our environ-
ment, and the people of our region,
state, nation and world. Environ-
mental justice, advocated by both
religious institutions and govern-
ment, demands that all have access
to clean air, soil and water, the
beauty of nature and the mecha-
nisms of environmental decision-
making. We are concerned about
our social sin as Ohioans - of our
carbon dioxide emissions and its
impacts on our urban poor locally
and the disadvantaged globally.  

As human pressure on the envi-
ronment has reached unprece-
dented levels, religious people have
become increasingly reflective and
vocal regarding religious environ-
mental principles. Ohio is pluralis-
tic religiously, being home to
people from all of the major world
religions, as well as the local tradi-
tions of the indigenous tribes of this
region. While not univocal, reli-
gious traditions share common con-

victions regarding the place and
role of human beings on the Earth,
and our responsibilities for the
Earth and to one another. These
principles are shared by multiple
religious traditions:
• Reverence for the Earth—The

Earth does not belong to us, but
is a creation or manifestation of
the divine. We are called to live
with respect, care, awe, and
wonder in relationship to a uni-
verse we did not create and of
which we are part.

• Interconnectedness—Our life is
integrally tied up with the Earth
and its creatures which we share
in common and with whom we
are inextricably linked. Our
human well-being depends on
the well- being of the Earth. We
are, individually and collectively,
responsible for the ecological
impacts of our consumption,
locally and globally.

• Stewardship, Caretaking,
Guardianship—Humans have
often understood themselves as
having a special role on the Earth
and a right to use the resources.
However, abuse of the Earth is
clearly forbidden. Rather, our
role is described by metaphors
such as steward, caretaker, and
guardian.

• Concern for all of Humankind,
especially the disadvantaged and
future generations—Our respon-
sibilities to one another and to
the protection and preservation
of all human life is emphatic and
consistent in our faith traditions.
We are called to be a blessing to
the families of the Earth, to do
justice and love mercy, to do to
others as we would have them
do to us, and/or to love one

another. We are, individually and
collectively, responsible to the
entire human family, particularly
the least among us and future
generations who will bear the
cost of our excess.

• Virtues for Action—As followers
of our faith traditions, humility,
simplicity, use of goods in mod-
eration, sacrifice and prophetic
courage guide our decision-mak-
ing and our actions.

III. Addressing Climate
Change in Ohio
Ohio is a major emitter of global
warming gases and thus has a
moral responsibility to address the
challenge. As a whole, the US rep-
resents just 4 percent of the world’s
population, yet is consuming
energy over five-fold that rate. US
emissions of global warming gases
(predominantly as carbon dioxide
from fossil fuels) constitute 25 per-
cent of the world’s total. Ohio itself
(holding 4 percent of the US popu-
lation) contributes 1 percent of the
world’s carbon emissions, ranking
third among the states (behind Cali-
fornia and Texas) in total volume of
emissions and second per capita11.
The major sources of greenhouse
gases in Ohio are utilities (35 per-
cent), heating/manufacturing (24
percent), transportation (21 per-
cent), black carbon/diesel (11 per-
cent), agriculture (4 percent), and
waste/wastewater (3 percent)12,13.
Ohio is ranked sixth in the nation
in energy consumption, being the
third largest consumer of coal and
fourth largest consumer of electric-
ity in the USA. The emissions from
fossil fuel burning contribute to
Ohio’s status as a top polluter in
the US, and the impacts extend to
neighboring States and Canada.
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Alternative energy solutions for
confronting climate change in Ohio
must be addressed within the con-
text of our current energy use pat-
tern and the societal challenges.

Farming. Ohio is a major farm-
ing state (agriculture provides jobs
for one in seven Ohioans and con-
tributes $79 billion annually to
Ohio’s economy) with significant
exports14. Ohio is a among the top
states nationwide in winter wheat,
soybean and oats production and is
a top producer of eggs, cheese and
livestock, so impacts of global
warming on agricultural production
and the potential of farmland are
important considerations. 

Coal-fired power plants. Coal-
burning power plants are Ohio’s
largest single source of greenhouse
emissions. Coal-fired power plants
supply 90 percent of Ohio’s
energy15 and coal’s contribution to
our economy is $6 billion
annually16. Ohio ranks 7th in coal
reserves with 23.7 billion short
tons17, and removal degrades natu-
ral ecosystems that are already
threatened. Ohio power plants rank
first for soot and acid-rain causing
sulfur dioxide and smog-causing
nitrogen oxide and second in mer-
cury18.

Transportation. Emissions from
cars and trucks are Ohio’s second
largest source of climate gases. with
individual automobile use being a
major contributor19. Although we
have the fifth largest traffic volume
among the states, and more than 30
counties exceed current Federal
Clean Air limits for ozone and par-
ticulate matter, we are the largest
population in the nation without
rapid transit between our cities20.
Transportation needs are increasing
with urban sprawl, as land devel-
opment in Ohio (predominantly

through loss of farmland) is second
in the nation behind Texas21. 

Renewable energy. Ohio lags far
behind the national average of 10
percent of electricity coming from
renewable sources, getting only 1
percent from homegrown renew-
able energy sources22. Renewable
sources include wind, landfill,
methane, low-impact hydroelectric,
biomass, and solar electric.

V. Toward a Sustainable
Energy Future
An energy policy for Ohio must
address the triple concerns of eco-
nomic security, environmental pro-
tection and poverty alleviation. We
must take action now to address
climate warming or we will put our
climate and future generations at
risk. Energy demands will challenge
us into the future as supplies of fos-
sil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas)
dwindle and their procurement will
necessitate further disruption of nat-
ural ecosystems. To address the
potential impacts of climate change
and our energy challenges requires
a sustainable energy future charac-
terized by decreased reliance on
fossil fuels, use of renewable
energy and energy efficiency. We
must maximize technological inno-
vation and job growth, minimize
impacts on the environment, and
decrease the economic gap
between rich and poor.  Investing
in energy efficient products, power
plant technologies and sustainable
farming practices will bolster our
floundering economy and conserve
energy for future generations.
Ohio’s legacy in technology and
industry can continue through lead-

ership in finding innovative solu-
tions that both address climate
impacts and our energy challenges.  

We recommend a two-fold strat-
egy of reducing heat-trapping emis-
sions and protecting Ohio’s
ecosystems through the following
means:
• Transportation choices that

reduce carbon emission and
improve air quality are important
solutions. We must increase
vehicle fuel economy through
efficiency, development of
hybrids and use of bio-fuels, and
the necessary infra-structure of
transfer stations for alternative
fuels must be implemented. The
development of fuel-efficient
vehicles such as hybrid-electrics,
alternative fuels which are less
polluting (biodiesel, natural gas,
propane, and renewable ethanol
produced from crops), provide
economic incentives. Strategies
for using less fuel or reducing
pollutant such as anti-idling sys-
tems, diesel retrofits, and fuel
economy are important steps to
addressing climate change. Ohio
enjoys the second largest auto-
manufacturing industry among
the states, positioning us as a
leader in this area23. Investment
in mass transit that reduces the
need for individual automobiles
between and within our cities
will also reduce emissions. 

• We must decrease our depend-
ence on traditional coal-fired
power plants while exploring the
use of biofuels in existing plants
and switching to more renewable
energy sources. It is necessary to
phase out old coal-burning
power plants and to ensure the
application of modern pollutant
controls. Regulatory loopholes
that allow older plants to con-
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tinue high emissions must be
closed. Integrated gasification
combined cycle (IGCC) that
would allow carbon capture
from the gasifer and deep under-
ground storage holds promise for
reducing carbon emissions from
power plants.  

• A Renewable Portfolio Standard
would jump start the develop-
ment of renewable energy gener-
ation facilities by creating an
instant demand for the power,
and thus permits developers to
secure project financing and
bring needed investment in new
technologies into Ohio. Wind
turbines on Ohio farms is just
one example of a potential
renewable technology solution.
Diversifying our energy sources
would stimulate economic
growth and provided energy
security that would protect the
environment and people. 

• Sustainable agriculture and
forestry practices can be applied
to reduce atmospheric carbon
and provide other benefits. ‘No
till’ farming allows soils to retain
more carbon than in conven-
tional tillage and also improves
water quality. Selective cutting
and practices allowing newer
forests to mature before cutting
will keep carbon out of the
atmosphere.  

• Reducing urban sprawl will help
to cut fossil fuel use and trans-
portation costs, lower stress on
agricultural land and protect the
role of natural ecosystems. Ensur-
ing the preservation of natural
ecosystems will ensure mainte-
nance of the free services they
provide, including mitigation
against the impacts of global cli-
mate change

Together, these steps will help to
stabilize our climate, conserve land
resources and help ensure more
equity for people in our state,
nation and world today and for
future generations. 

V. Our Pledge
By our personal choices, institu-
tional witness, By ur education 
in sound science, Ohio’s environ-
ment and energy issues and the
teachings of our faith traditions 
on earth care, consumption and
concern for the disadvantaged 
and future generations. And
through our advocacy of just 
and sustainable energy policies

We pledge to courageously act to
confront the impacts of global
warming 

We will continue to educate our
lay and ordained faith leaders on
the scientific, scriptural, ethical 
and theological foundations of 
a response to global warming.
Education based on sound science
and practical solutions will allow
congregations to be informed and
active.

We will advocate for sustainable
energy policies and related issues
through media events, sign-on
letters, and a national e-advocacy
network that brings the religious
moral voice to public debate.

Now choose life, that you and your descendents may live
Deuteronomy 30:19
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We will advocate for the most
vulnerable, calling attention to the
unjust impacts of our energy con-
sumption choices on the poor and
disadvantaged and future genera-
tions.

We will witness by our individual,
congregational and institutional
lives through our personal choices
and the modeling of energy effi-
ciency and resource conservation
in our facilities.

In working toward a sustainable
energy future we, as people of faith,
will collaborate with other religious
and environmental organizations to
learn together and join our voices
in harmony to proclaim justice for
all and preserve the earth’s
resources for future generations.
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